EMODnet Chemistry Lot - Product Validation and Coordination Meeting 

SUBJECT: 
List of decisions and actions from Product Validation and Coordination meeting 

PLACE:
BODC, Liverpool – UK

DATE:
24th  November 2011

PARTICIPANTS:
OGS, MARIS, IFREMER, NERC-BODC, NERI-MAR, HCMR, MHI, GHER.

Primary goal of this meeting was the products validation with critical discussion of all the products available; to review WPs upgrades and define last project steps. 

WP1:

Next video conference meeting fixed for end of February .

WP2:

Partners in the North Sea are still requested to focus on delivering CDI´s (to MARIS) for the EMODNET selected parameters (also important for the time series products).

WP3:

Deadlines for products validation and upgrades is end of February 2012. 

Interpolated Maps. The common decision for interpolated maps (to be produced with DIVA): focus on nutrients and heavy metals in the water column, but it will be better at seasonal scale - agree that this generally the best way to represent data - Greater North Sea uses Dec to Feb and etc. while Mediterranean Sea uses Jan to March. A different definition of seasons will be kept in the three areas, according to local standard. The disclaimer can be removed after the products quality revision.

Mediterranean Sea:

- Adriatic area: to revise available maps taking into consideration the following steps:

· to revise the analysis temporal resolution (from annual --> to seasonal);

· to revise the DIVA analysis parameters (S/N ration, correlation lengths);

· to reduce the extension of the interpolated field to the northern side of Adriatic (covered by the measured data);

· to improve the definition of the regular grid for the interpolated field and/or of the coastline to avoid overlapping.

- Spanish area: a review of the interpolated maps is expected (to check with chemical experts winter nitrate map);

· to see why Ts plots are not accessible through Ocean Browser.

- French area a critical revision of seasonal products is expected.

-Cyprus area: a critical revision to the available maps is expected.

Black Sea:
-focus on nitrate and phosphate for products validation (with expert QC check);

- a selection of products is needed between SeaDataNet and Emodnet maps (now both available on the Ocean Browser).

Greater North Sea:
- the interpolated maps will be better at seasonal scale – agree that this generally the best way to represent data – Greater North will use winter as Dec to Feb;

- there are a lot of time series plots with really few points, to be eliminated.
- a batch software used for time series plots generation will be made available through Emodnet extranet.
TS plots. Ocean Browser viewing service was upgraded for TS plots, now at the same level as interpolated maps. The new Products metadata catalogue is under development (it is a generic tool called Sextant supported by Geonetwork software).
TS plots agreement about tools and formats. The discussion about tools and formats brought to:

· suggest ODV as basic software for manual generation of plots;

· evaluate batch mode tools for plots production from NERI and BODC for the next phase of Chemical Lot;

· define a minimum number of points per plot, set to 4 or 5;

· produce EPS files to be converted in SVG, according to last video conference meeting;

· use scatter points plots (avoid lines to connect plotted measures).

Metadata for the products. The regional Leaders were asked to

· send XML files from the DIVA maps generation to IFREMER,

· produce some few examples for metadata through the "Sextant" software - see website at Ifremer (http://www.ifremer.fr/sextant) for time series.

A short guideline on product validation will be drafted by OGS and finalized by the group.

Upgrade of the DIVA Maps Production Description document by Sissy Iona with the contribution of the other regional leaders.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WP4:

Neil will send to Maris the stations list managed at ICES to start up the station vocab. in view of an automatic generation of the time series products;

Emodnet Chemical lot will be in touch with SDN II team for an email exchange to evaluate a better management of parameters metadata (now in P011 vocab).

Begin-middle of December 2011: IFREMER will send metadata profile ISO 19139 to check the information included in the Sextant products metadata catalogue.

After a common agreement on the products metadata format, the Lot will start the population of Sextant service.

· For interpolated maps: Regional Leaders through the metadata files generated by Divadoxml

· For TS plots: each data provider manually by the available form.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WP5:

